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June 22, 2016

The Honorable David J. Shulkin, MD
Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Dr. Shulkin,

[ write to you today to follow up on the May 27, 2016 conference call between myself,
Congressman King, Congresswoman Rice, and other representatives for members of the New
York delegation. As we discussed during the call, I have significant concerns with regard to the
status of the cooling and ventilation system at the Northport VAMC. As you know, Long Island
is home to one of the largest veteran populations in the country, and many of those veterans seek
care at the Northport VAMC. Given the significant role the Northport VAMC plays in the day to
day lives of many New York veterans, we must work as expeditiously as possible to address this
looming crisis. Since many veterans have already been negatively impacted by the closure of
operating rooms, I would like to ensure these issues are addressed in a timely and accurate
manner.

During the May 27" call, you indicated that the necessary HEPA filters and other retrofitting
equipment would be installed and functioning no later than Wednesday, June 1%, As of the date
of this letter, we have not been notified whether or not construction has been completed, and if
all operating rooms are functioning at full capacity. According to Northport officials, surgeries
were conducted during the week of June 6", even though the overall project had not been
completed. Can you please explain this discrepancy and who made the determination to only
partially complete this necessary project? Can you also confirm whether or not each of the 5
operating rooms are back to full function?

Prior to the resumption of surgical procedures in the operating rooms, air quality tests were
mandated to ensure the air being circulated in operating rooms meets the necessary quality
standards. Since we have been informed that surgeries, albeit limited surgeries, resumed on June
6™, can you certify whether or not these tests were conducted? Additionally, can you explain
which air quality tests were conducted and when, who oversaw the process, and enumerate what,
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if any additional air quality issues the tests uncovered? I respectfully request a copy of the
results of these test results for my own records.

Also, as discussed during our call, we continue to receive further concerns from constituents
regarding the air quality in other areas of the hospital. Given the overall issues with the heating,
ventilation and air conditioning system, it stands to reason that this issue is not limited to
operating rooms. What assurances can you give that this issue has been addressed by the addition
of new HEPA filters? When was the most recent air quality test performed for the remainder of
the Northport VAMC? Are there specific mandates for air quality tests throughout the VA? T
respectfully request a copy of the most recent air quality report, or any other documents that can
certify the current state of air quality throughout the Northport VAMC.

As we discussed, I share your concerns regarding the looming issues facing the Northport
VAMC. We owe our brave men and women who have made great sacrifices for this country to
ensure they receive the best care possible at each of the VA Medical Centers across the country. I
eagerly anticipate your response and look forward to working together to address these issues.

Sincerely,

7L

Lee M. Zeldin
Member of Congress



