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Meghan Quinn

Programs & Projects, Management Division
US Army Corps of Engineers, NE District
696 Virginia Rd.

Concord, MA 01742-2751

Dear Ms. Quinn,

I am writing to respectfully request that you reconsider the public comment period for the
Dredged Material Management Plan and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Long
Island Sound. Currently the public comment period is only 30 days. I feel that this is much too short
a period for documents which have been years in the making and will have an impact on our area for
decades to come. Specifically, I request that the public comment period be extended to 120 days to
better facilitate public participation.

The current 30 day period does not allow for the public to adequately review and understand
the documents before them. They are hundreds of pages long and require considerable effort to
properly understand. This cannot be reasonably expected from the public in only 30 days during the
tourist high season of late August and early September. The public hearings available on the issue are
also a concern for me. They are currently scheduled for 7 to 10 days after the release of the
documents. This again is not enough time for the public to adequately review the documents and
provide substantive feedback at the hearings, particularly when an Army Corps of Engineers
representative mentioned during our congressional briefing on the matter that it took him a week to
review the documents. It will obviously take more time for a member of the public who is not already
well-versed in the specificities which the document addresses. This problem can easily be rectified
by scheduling additional hearings in October to supplement the August hearings.

Once again, I would like to emphasize how important this issue is to my district. [ want to
ensure that everyone has an opportunity to review and provide substantive feedback on the
comprehensive plans that are being presented to us. Therefore, I again request that the comment
period be extended to 120 days.

Sincerely,

</

Lee M. Zeldin
Member of Congress

cL:
Rep. Bill Shuster, Chairman House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Rep. Bob Gibbs, Chairman House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment
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